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OVERVIEW
This course is the second in a series of three courses in applied epidemiology and is designed to teach scientific writing.  Over the course of the quarter, students will learn about the content of each section of a manuscript; we will discuss the STROBE statement and how to present the information for each item. Students will write a draft of each manuscript section; the draft (or in the case of longer sections, one or more paragraphs) will be peer reviewed and critiqued during class. Students will also have an opportunity to present aspects of their work including more mature versions of their tables and figures. Additionally, students will meet with their faculty advisor each week and submit either a first or a revised draft of a section. 
The goal of this course is for students to have a good working draft of their manuscript by the end of the quarter.  Students are also expected to present at the Epi Exchange. They will learn about presentations and a draft of their slides will also be due at the end of the quarter.  
RECOMMENDED BOOKS AND READINGS 
Janice R. Mathews and Robert W. Mathews, Successful Scientific Writing, 4th Edition, 2015.
William Zinsser, On Writing Well by (excerpt will be emailed)
Vandenbroucke JP, von Elm E, Altman DG. Strengthening the reporting of observational studies in epidemiology (STROBE): Explanation and elaboration. PLoS Medicine 2007;4(10):e297.
REQUIREMENTS
1. Attend all class meetings and meet with your Faculty Advisor each week. This course is taught at a quick pace and it is important not to fall behind, to attend all class meetings, and to meet with your advisor regularly.  

2. Turn in either a first draft of a section, or one (or more) revisions of a section to Dr. Kritz-Silverstein and your Faculty Advisor each week; your Faculty Advisor will review these with you.
3. The first draft of each section will be due to Dr. Kritz-Silverstein and your Advisor by 6 pm Sunday before that section is reviewed in class. This will enable faculty time to review it prior to it being critiqued during the next class session. Please email this first draft to dsilverstein@ucsd.edu, your Advisor, and post it on canvas.
4. Present final versions of your tables and figures in class; be prepared to present your main findings 

    and discuss what your findings suggest and how they agree/disagree from the literature in your topic area.
5. A draft of the entire manuscript, including revisions for all sections is due 2 weeks after the last class meeting.
6. A draft of slides for Epi Exchange is due the last Friday of finals week

FINAL GRADE 
The final letter grade will be based on the revised sections, the draft manuscript handed in at the end of the quarter, presentations, timely progress, and effort. Dr. Kritz-Silverstein and your Advisor will jointly assign grades.  A grade of B or better in 259B is required to enroll in 259C.

***Note: Although you will produce a draft of the entire manuscript, you will continue working with your advisor after the presentation portion of FPM259C to finalize your manuscript. 

Submitting your manuscript to a journal is a requirement for advancing to candidacy
A week-by-week schedule for appears on the next page. Topics and assignments follow a progression through writing a manuscript.  The “Topic” describes the information or activity that will be presented in class that week. The “Work Due” describes work to be submitted and reviewed with your mentor. Readings on a topic can be done after class.
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Schedule—FPM259B 
Winter Quarter Date
 Topic covered in class

      

Work due (date if different from class)
Jan 4, 2022

Clear writing, common mistakes, editing




Review manuscript sections (focus on intro)

Jan 11, 2022

Critique introduction sections


Introduction due - Sunday, Jan 9



Review Methods section


Jan 18, 2022

Critique methods sections


Methods section due – Sunday, Jan 16



Review Results section



Revised introduction sent to mentor
Jan 25, 2022

Present revised tables/figures  




Feb 1, 2022

Critique results sections



Results section due – Sunday, Jan 30




Review Discussion section


Revised methods sent to mentor
Feb 8, 2022
             Critique discussion sections-Part I

Discussion section due – Sunday, Feb 6










Revised results section sent to mentor

Feb 15, 2022

Critique revised discussion sections-Part II
Discussion section due – Sunday, Feb 13



Review Abstract section





Feb 22, 2022

Critique Abstract section


Abstract section due-Sunday, Feb 20



 





Revised Discussion section sent to mentor
Mar 1, 2022

Presentation Lecture (Dr. Araneta)

Revised abstract sent to mentor

Mar 8, 2022

NO CLASS—work on Manuscript

Mar 15, 2022

Finals week




Revised manuscript draft due
Mar 18, 2022 (Friday)
Winter quarter ends (March 19)

Draft of slides due to mentor
Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: https://uchealth.zoom.us/j/84126541222?pwd=Sm8xNTdaMTVSZElGVmRhZ3ZnNHFkQT09
    Password: 259B

Or iPhone one-tap :

    US: +16699006833,,84126541222#  or +12532158782,,84126541222# 

Or Telephone:

    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 

        US: +1 669 900 6833  or +1 253 215 8782  or +1 346 248 7799  or +1 646 876 9923  or +1 301 715 8592  or +1 312 626 6799 

    Meeting ID: 841 2654 1222

